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THE 
PREFACE 


MY LORD, 


MI. paſuionate inclinations to the laſtiug peace of my Conmrey, 
have made me ſo preſunsptuous, as to Preſeribe to your Highneſs 
and Council a more fr remedy for its ill healed Wounds, than 1 
have ſeen et applied: But I wonld not be thought ſo impudent, as to 
offer at the infiruttion of ſo great Maſters in the Art of Government , 
but onely to put you in mind of thoſe things , that the 3 of 
Jour greater Affairs have made you forget to conſider. «And lei 
your Tighneſs ſhould want leiſure to peruſe the papers of an obſcure 
and wnknews perſon , f thought fit to commit them te the Preſs, 
that ſome of your Council or Friends ( leaft) may inform your 
Highneſs how much © pertinent in them, ned denbting but you 
will think theſe more your friends, that give you 4 timely notice of 

Jour oWn and ger Cuuntreys danger, than theſe , Who by a ſer- 
vile flattery, bicalwe you to your ruine ; Which none hall be more 
ambitions handſomely to prevent, then 

My Lord, 


Tour moſt humble and faithful 
Servant, 


F. H. 
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An Admonition to my Lord Protector, 
and bis Council, of their preſent danger, &c. 


NY do begin ſach a buſineſs as this methodically, we are firſt 
8 W ſhew the juſt Exceptions the people and Sonldiery 
have to this plauſible elective form of Government, io 
2.2 well intended by your Highneſs and Councill ; next 

SETS thoſe to [your perſens , with the dangers enſuing 
thereupon. to your ſelves and the Nation : And laſtly, the onely 
means of a total and laſting prevencion. 

And I muſt ingennovſly confeſs, that there is ſo much ſeeming. 
reaſon to prefer the continual Election of wiſe and galladt men, be- 
fore the Succeſtion of Kings or Protetors, who may polsibly prove 
Children, er Fools, or Tyrants or Cowards, that it may ſeem a won- 
der that the experience of all Nations hach- not driven them to the 
ſpecious form of Rlective Monarchies; | 

But the tryal they have had, have beaten them to the contrary ; 
for though the renown of your Highael(s*s many victories and great 
abilities, with your long and proſperous prepoſſeſſion of the Gene- 
| ralſhip, did filencethe ambitious pretences of any Competitors in 

your EleQion,*yet we malt no more look for a man that hath no B- 
-quals aftgr your Highneſs ; for the moſt eminent ſort of men, are as 
ncerof a fize in wit and courage, as they are in ftature ; and as they 
are equals in virtue, ſo will they be in intereft, at leaſt their factions 
will be fo neer an equality, chat the weaker in an Army nay by his 
eunning and induſtry draw in other factions from amongſt the peo- 
| ple to increaſe his numbers upon the eommon ſpeciens pretences of 
a Reformation in Religion and Governmen. agteeable to thoſe. ped» 
ples humors whom hes ets, and ſo prepare himſclf to decide his 
pretentions by a Civi War which I may juſtly call che great Sea of 
calamities t hat ſwallows up all the ſtreams of other petty tytannies, 
as not worth a name, in reſpect of the ruinous inundations of that 

many headed Monfter, which commonly gſhers in a Forraginer with 
[to make our miſeries almoſt immortal. 
And that this is like to be ont ſad fate upon the £/e2;on of every 
Protefor, is as celtain, 85 chat all men (whether honeſt, o * 


1 e nee 
have naturally an ambition to get uy much power, as they can to ob: 
liege gg diſobliege; and Conſidering how naturalymen overvalne 
chemleives, 1 think che defigns of ambitions men to be commonly 
juſt ja their. own thoughts, out of the Confidence they have of them- 
ſelves, of excelling others in good GCovernwenn., But that thoſe gal. 
lant men who rue ſo many bar ardt to build up your Highneſs great- 
neſs, mould not adventure as far for themſelves apart, after your 
 Higeneſs death, were the greateſt miracle that I have known, 
And to confirm this by an ancient example or two, of the wiſef 
and moſt civilized people then in reputation in the world; we will 
begin with the great Alexander, who at his death (it ſeems intendin 
an Election amongſt themſelves ) told his great Officers, that he would 
leave his Empire to the worthieft; but they could ſo ill agree who 
that was, that they divided that invincible Army, and each ſeizing 
upon what he could, fought ic out, till they were all deſtroyed but 
Seleucut and Prelomy : And ſo after the death of alius Ceſar, was 
the Roman Empire rentby the difſentions of Angus, Anthony, and 
Tepidus, till the fortune of Auguſtus prevailed. And in the decli- 
ning of the Rom in Empire there were ſeveral times as many Zmype- 
rers as the Legions in ſeveral Provinces were pleaſed to ſet up, Which 
were ſometimes three or four together for want of x due ſacceſfion, 
And to come home to the preſent German Empire, though it be in 
effect Hereditary to the Houſe of eAufria, yet the very pretence to x 
free election was the principal Canſe of calling in the King of Swe- 
den, ind reducing tat ſtrong and flouriſhing Eavpire to ſuch a wil- 
derueſi ns now it is. And doubtleſſe, all Governments were to be te- 
jected us pernitious yranmniei, were it not for aveyding the tyrannie 
of Confufioo, which ſabjecte the Lives and Fortunes of every porti- 
cular max to any, ſmall number of Rogues that ſhall aſſemble at fuchs 
time of Liberty, If then the gablilg peace be the chief end of all 
Governments, thoſe Forms muſt needs. be the worſt which ate moſt 
ſabje&te decline to Faction, rhdugh they do-not immediately do 
ſo; and of Zſexarchics no deabt but the elefjve-is moſt lyable to 
this Confuſion. | "gh 

And though it may be objected, that the follies of a weake heredi- 
tary King may introduce the fame inconvenience, I ſhall fir anſwer 
that there Is ſeldom ſuch u King; for their extraordinary edueatiom 
ke them knowing men, if it findes them: not ſuch. But if hee be 
a fool, or caward, he hath ſub jects under him fit to Command Ar- 

FEAR mies, 


— 
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mies, and no doubt a wiſe Council of his predecefſors, who knows how 


to Hnmor and govern him as well as any of his fellow fools; And 
if he be 2 ebild, his minority moſt commonly proves pexceable, if his 
Title be unqueſtionable, But it may be ſaid he may prove a Tirant, 
and that I muſt confeſs, but ſo may an EleRive Monarch, though 
he ſeem a lamb at his firſt entry, I am fute he hath more reaſon to - 
ſo, becauſc he hath more of his equals ot ſuperiors in birth 10 fear. 
And if we look upon other differences of theſe. two kinds of Kings 
we ſhail finde the BleRtive King more neceffitated to exhauſt the 
people, both in reſpect ot the charge of gaining and ſecuring his 
preſent power, and leaving his poſterity like the children of Monarch, 
and ſo the Treaſnry ſhall be alwaies emptied into private purſes, and 
the people a new exhauſted by the next hungry Prince with his ne- 
cesſitous kindred and dependents, So that I muſt conclude that every 
election doth certainly threaten the worſt of evils, and that the in- 
conveniences of a ſuccesfion are far leſs, and do very ſeldome happen 
by the concurrence of many ill accidents together. And I think this 
may ſerve for demonſtration of the peoples exceptions, who judge 
by the preſſures they feel. And now let us examine the diſtaſts of the 
ſouldiery and people together to your tiighneſs perſon, and I doubt 
wee ſhall finde that the greater their love and admiration once was, 
the more is no their hatred and your Highneſs danger; for they 
both looked upon you as a zcalous reformer not only of Tyranny, 
but of the very cauſes of it; and ( though you aRed beyond cheir 
reaſons ) they thought it was becauſe you had more reaſon then 
they, and ſo. with an implicite faith they expected, from your High- 
1 ſuch a ſertlement, as ſhould recompence their great expence of 
blood and treaſure. But aftet the ſpirit had moved you to breake 
your Oathes of allegiance aud ſapremacy.( which you cook with all 
the Members at your fitſt entrance into Parliament and after that 
your truſt from the two houſes upon the ſcore of the Covenant, and 
fince again to deſtroy the King, weed the Parliament and at laſt tear 
it ap by che roots, and they in the end ſee no other fruits of blood & 
petjury,but the giving laws like Conqueror, and impoſing that kind 
of Goyergment upon the ſouldiery which they have fought againſt, 
aud indeed a worſe: what can be feared from ſuch a deluded Army 
and people, but that they ſhovid as boldly draw their ſwords toge- 
ther gps a Protector, as the Presbiterians and all ſorts of Iodepen- 
dants did formerly againſt the king notwichf:0ding their own diffe- 


| (4) - | 
cenees in opinion, Certainly they will be as little ſcrnpulors of mari 
theting a Monareh by kis own law, as one by all the Ezws of the 
Land eſtabliſhed, and will think yoar Highneſs 3s guiſty of che blood. 
ſhed of the Natien, 2s they once thought che .ag, and there is no 
queſtion but the people who finde their T.xes and Dang ers perpetus | 
ated (which wete inconfiderable when they fictt quatrelſed with 
them) will be as forward to effiſt the ſonldit ty, as they can wiſh 
them, And I think this general diis ffecti on of the people was fo & 
vident to your Highneſs, be fore they were exaſperited by the death 
of the King or Parliament,that you need not doubt their nnanimous 
inſurrection, if they ſhall be prepared and countenanced in it, 
when the people of fingle Counties ventured their lives and fortunes 
ſo freely as they did before the Kings death; where it is cemarkable, 
that a remnant of the broken and diicouraged people of Kerr, with 
fome (mall additions in Efex, were able to dirert wy Lord Farfex's. 
Army at Celebeffer three moneths together; if the Nation had 
been then prepared for a general inſuttection in a day, it is probable 
your Hignneſs glories had been nipped in the bud, notwithſtanding. 
your renowned victories againſt the Scors at that time. But it may 
be asked, why the people did not fhew this readineſs when the Sees 
with their King came to Forcefter, and the Anſwer is, that their co· 
ming was unaxpected, and in ſuch haſte, as ſkewed they rather came 
to ſeek then give protection, and the tore-laid defigns, if there were 
any, were (as was then pretended ) diſcovered : But : bowſoever, 
there was little more time then was requiſite for diſperſing of Oram 
Pony. the day of their arrival at Porcofter, und that oi their de- 
ON: | 15 
But the grand obj/ctios is , that the feat of the Commun Eu 
(the Kiag) wil always keep the Sowldiery at Unity in their Obedience | 
under your Highest; but I anſwer, that if a few of them ſhould but r 
reſolve to murcher your H:ghwe/s , and one or two more of our 
principal Offers, which ao doubr' they may cafily and ſecurely” 
do, they would find time enough to ſertle any form of Government 
they pleaſed, before the h Enemy (who hath neither Money, © 
Shipping, Arms, nor Frienas abroad. nor any footing in this Nation) | 
could give them any diſturbance. And bow far ze! may prompt 
thoſe who are religions, and the ambition of ſharing the Govern- - 
mem thoſe of no Ki, A wile man ought to fear; bat admit the 
King were landed, and coofiderable, the Sexldirry very wel know by 


